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REMARKS - 
Those remarks are made in response to the final Office Action of December 17, 2004 -'•-^^eo: ^.ae 
(Office Actior), As this response is timely filed within the 3-month shortened statutory paiod, 
no fee is belie^'ed due. 

In paragraphs 2-3, claims 14-17, and 21-24 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No, 6,405,123 to Rennard, et ai (Rennard). In paragraph 4- 
5, claims 18 2.nd 25 have been rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rcnnard in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,721,288 to King, et al (King). 

In paragraphs 6-7, claims 19 ^nd 26 were objected to as being d^endent upon a rgected 
base claim, hxX would be allowable if rewritten in an independent form including all the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In respanse to the Office Action, Applicants have amended independent claims 14 and 
21 to include the limitations previously included in claims 19 and 26. Claims 19 and 26 where 
thereafter canc^eled. Claims IS and 25 have been amended to be consistent with the newly 
amended independent claims upon which they depend. No new matter has been added as a result 
of these amenc ments. 

Responsive to the Amendments, Applicants, respectfully request that the Examiner 
withdrawal the f objections previously made to claims 19 and 26, which are now applicable to 
claims 14 and 21, Accordingly, claims 14-18 20-25. and 27 should now be a condition for 
allowance. 

The afc»rementioned amendments were motivated by a desire to expedite prosecution by 
accepting clairis indicated as allowable. Applicants make no assertions pertaining to the merits 
of the rejections asserted against the independent claims as they existed in their pre-amendment 
form, and rese:-ve the right to separately pursue these claims in a continuation application based 
upon the present application. 

Further, Applicants understand that until the time that an allowance is issued, an 
Examiner can reconsider his or her position with respect to allowable subject matter. Applicants 
respectfully reserve the right to continue pursuing the present application and claims as they 
existed before the present amendment without estoppels should such a reconsideration occur. 
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That is> in making the present amendments lo accept subject matter indicated as allowdie; . 
Applicants aiis making no explicit or implicit statement regarding the merits of the rejectiwK 
contained widiin the Office Action. 

The Applicants believe that the application in its present fornix including claims 14-18 
20-25, and 27. is now in full condition for allowance, which action is respectfully requested. The 
Applicants rec|uesl that the Examiner call the undersigned if clarification is needed on any mallEr 
within this Amendment, or if the Examiner believes a telephone interview would expedite the 
prosecution of the subject application to completion. 




"""^tSregory A. Nelson, Registration No, 30»577 
Brian K. Buchhejt, Registration No. 52,667 
Richard A. Hinson, Registration No. 47,652 
AKERMAN SENTERFITT 
Post Office Box31S8 
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 
Telephone: (561) 653*5000 
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